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SUMMARY REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION'S 
COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC LIBRARY SERVICE 


Dr. James E. Allen, Jr., State Commissioner of Education, has made 
public a summary of the recommendations by the Commissioner of Education's 
Committee on Public Library Service. 


In the spring of 1956 Dr. Allen named this committee, headed by Justice 
Francis Bergan, of Albany, and including 20 other outstanding citizens of 
New York State, "to review the present status of public library service in 
New York State, to analyze and to evaluate the recent progress made, and to 
make recommendations to continue the improvement and extension of library 
service to the people of the State." 


The committee held its first meeting on June 12, 1956, and divided it- 
self into four subcommittees including a fact-finding committee with Francis 
R. St. John of Brooklyn as chairman, a committee on recommendations headed 
by Richard Lawrence, Jr. of Elizabethtown, a committee on public relations 
with John B. Johnson of Watertown as chairman, and a coordinating committee 
with Harold S. Hacker of Rochester as chairman. Mr. Hacker was also vice 
chairman of the main committee. 


The committee sought to find out how the present State aid law has worked 
in communities where advantage has been taken of its provisions; why more 
communities have not taken advantage of these provisions, and whether the 
obstacles were defects in the scheme of the State or the product of special 
local conditions. 


The present program was authorized by legislation passed in 1950. Until 
that year no real State incentive for local support of library service ex- 
isted, aside from the Watertown Regional Library Center which has been re- 
cently established and was in the nature of a pilot study for a special type 
of service. The 1950 legislation was a result of a plan recommended by the 
Governor's Committee on Library Aid of 1949, 


In receiving the report from Justice Bergan's committee, Dr. Allen 
praised the group for their thorough work and for their devotion to the very 
important role library service plays in the educational system of the State. 
The Commissioner directed the report be printed for distribution and study 
and that it be referred to the Board of Regents for consideration and guid- 
ance, 


Membership in the committee included: 


Justice Francis Bergan, Chairman Associate Justice 
Supreme Court, Appellate Division 
Court House, Albany, New York 


President, Board of Albany Public 
Library 


Past chairman, Library Trustees 
Foundation of New York State 


The Bookmark December, 1957 





Allen Beers 


Mrs. Robert A. Bond 
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Clarence Chamberlain 


Edward G. Freehafer 
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Richard Lawrence, Jr. 
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SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS 


The Commissioner of Education's Committee on Public Library Service 
submits the following recommendations: 


I. DEVELOPMENT OF LIBRARY SERVICE 


Means should be found to make public libraries in New York State con- 
venient and adequate centers of information for all residents and to enable 
these libraries to support or to supplement educational, civic and cultural 
community activities, and to encourage wholesome recreational and constructive 
use of individual leisure time. 


1. The State is concerned with the education and intellectual growth 
of its people, and so should participate in any program of library development. 


2. It has become clear to the committee that only as libraries are 
banded together, the smaller drawing on the larger, can the State's people 
hope for the benefits which can accrue from adequate, convenient, economical 
access to sources of information. 


3. The committee strongly recommends, therefore, that the State en- 
courage the formation of library systems by local initiative and make appro- 
priate grants-in-aid to such systems. 


4. The primary responsibility for good library service rests with each 
community. 


5. Public library service, and State participation therein, should be 
based on local initiative and local support. The community itself should 
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take the lead in providing its own public library facility, and the role of 
the State should be to give financial aid in the development of that facility, 
to furnish, as called for, technical counsel and guidance and should include 

stimulation and leadership in the organization and development of service. 


Il. 





SYSTEMS OF LIBRARIES 





































1. The committee recommends the establishment of not more than 25 
library systems in the State. 


2. Library systems would serve areas of varying geographic size and 
population density. In general, to provide an adequate base of support, each 
system should serve at least 200,000 persons or an area of 4,000 square miles. 
These systems would in most cases follow county lines and many would include 
all or parts of a number of counties. 


3. To provide service that will really meet, and not merely seem to meet, 
the local needs of any community, a widely diversified collection of books and 
other material is essential. Each system, therefore, should include a central 
collection of books, carefully selected and carefully maintained to meet com- 
munity needs. There should probably be at least 100,000 volumes in each of 
these central collections. If no library in a system has a live collection 
of this size it is recommended that the largest collection be built up rather 
than that a new facility be established. 


4. The central collection would be the core of a system. To it would 
be related, in whatever form of organization they elect, local libraries in 
the system area which are willing to share in both the benefits to their com- 
munities and in the responsibilities of system-wide service. 


5. Each library system, including the central library, should aim to 
possess 1.6 books for every child under 15 and 1 book per person for other 
residents. It should purchase annually approximately one book for each five 
persons served, including about 5,000 new titles. Motion picture films, sound 
recordings and other media of communication should supplement and enrich the 
information in book form. 


6. The central collection would be the primary source from which com- 
munity libraries would draw for material not in their own collections. It 
would also be the clearinghouse for information about all materials in the 
participating libraries. Any resident of the system area should have the 
right to borrow, directly and through interlibrary loan, from any library in 
the system or from the State Library. Exception may be granted to direct 
borrowing under certain circumstances. 


7. The State Library should continue and strengthen its interlibrary 
loan service to library systems and should secure, for interlibrary loan, re- 
quested material that it does not possess from other libraries in the State. 


8. The State aid program for libraries in New York State should make 
special provision for the support of extraordinary public research library 
facilities. , 


9. The Watertown area should be constituted as a library system fully 
qualified for State aid, under the control and management of a county or 
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regional library board. This board, if it chooses, may obtain by contracts 
with the State Library or other means, continuation, as part of the library 
system, of the services and facilities, with the present staff, of the Regional 
Library Service Center. 


10. A library system should not be required to provide free library ser- 
vice to residents of communities which logically should be served by the system 
if those communities do not support local library service or refuse to partici- 
pate in the system. 


ll. The Committee recommends that the following types of library systems 
be considered as eligible for approval by the Commissioner: federated, con- 
solidated and association. Freedom of local choice among these organizational 
and governmental patterns should be continued and encouraged. It is apparent, 
also, that in some localities a system organized as part of a county government 
might be more readily acceptable than any of these. The committee feels that 
communities should be allowed this choice if approved by the Commissioner. 


12. Freedom of local choice in the method of financing a library system 
should also be continued and encouraged. Income from endowments or other pri- 
vate sources should be considered by supporting municipalities or other govern- 
mental agencies as supplemental to tax support and not as a substitute for it. 
Libraries which have such income and participate in systems should retain con- 
trol and management of their private funds. 


III. PERSONNEL 


1. Competent, well-educated and professionally trained librarians devoted 
to the service of the public are a necessity for the successful operation of a 
public library or system of libraries. 


2. The committee recommends that every public library system approved 
by the Commissioner have as a central staff, at least six certified librarians 
and at least twice as many library workers performing nonprofessional tasks. 


In addition, at least one certified librarian should be required through- 
out a system for each community library serving a population of 5,000 or more, 
and for service on each bookmobile. 


3. A statewide recruiting program should be developed through cooperation 
of the State Education Department, the NYLA and local library boards and groups, 
to interest qualified persons in librarianship as a career. 


4. The State Education Department should establish 50 special competitive 
scholarships for graduate education in librarianship. 


5. Studies already started by the State Education Department should be 
continued and others should be instituted relating to both professional li- 
brarians and library technicians. These studies should include present and 
future supply and demand; salaries; training requirements and facilities; and 
certification and appointment practices in the State. 


IV. SUBMISSION OF PLANS 


1. Systems of libraries, whether already established or proposed, shall 
submit plans of library service to the Commissioner of Education for approval. 
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2. These plans must meet established standards and shall include pro- 
cedures to improve service to the public and to libraries in the system; 
development of service to presently unserved areas; and representation of 
libraries in a system in dealings with county and State governmental agencies 
in budgetary and other matters. These plans may be given full or provisional 
approval or may be rejected. 


3. No library system should be fully approved by the Commissioner unless, 
in addition to meeting other established standards, it will serve a minimum 
of 200,000 persons or, as an alternative, its service area will include at 
least 4,000 square miles. 













4. Library systems which do not meet standards for full approval may be 
given provisional approval if, in addition to meeting other established stand- 
ards the system will serve a minimum of 50,000 persons; will include three or 
more governmental units; will provide some system-wide services; and files a 

five-year plan for meeting all of the standards required for full approval at 
the end of that period. 





¥» 


































REVISED STATE AID FORMULA FOR LIBRARY SYSTEMS AND INDIVIDUAL LIBRARIES IN 
NEW YORK STATE 


1. Annual State aid payments to systems. 






The committee recommends the following State aid formula for annual 
grants to library systems given full or provisional approval by the Commissioner 
of Education in lieu of that now provided under section 273, paragraphs Sa, 

5b, 5c, 5d, Ya and 9b of the Education Law, with the recommendation that the 
latter provisions be revoked upon approval of this formula by the Board of 
Regents, the Legislature and the Governor. 


a. Each approved system shall be entitled to an annual grant amount- 
ing to 30 cents per capita of the population served by the system. 


b. Each approved system shall be entitled to receive an amount 
equivalent to the amount by which its total expenditures for 
books, periodicals and binding made during the previous calendar 
year exceeds 30 cents per capita of the population served by 
the system, but in no event should this additional amount of 

State aid exceed 20 cents per capita. 






Expenditures of the Reference Department of the New York Public 
Library for books, periodicals and binding for which reimburse- 
ment is not made in any year because of the per capita limitation 
imposed by (b) shall be eligible for additional aid which shall 
be limited to (1) actual expenditures for books, periodicals 

and binding not otherwise reimbursed or, (2) $400,000, whichever 
is less. 






Each library system shall also receive an annual grant at the 
rate of $6 per square mile of the area of an entire county or 
parts of one or more counties served by the system, with a 
graduated increase of $3 in the basic rate for each additional 
entire county served by the system, provided that in no case 
shall the rate exceed $18 per square mile for the area served 
by the system. 
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Each approved system shall be entitled to receive an additional 
annual grant as follows: 


$5,000, if it serves less than one county; 
$10,000, if it serves one county; 
$15,000, per county if it serves two or more counties 


2. In its first year, the State aid paid to a system under the above 
sections of the formula shall be prorated by dividing the total aid by 365 
and multiplying that figure by the number of days left in the year after the 
date of approval. 


3. Withdrawal or reduction of annual State aid 


a. It is expected that regulations to be established by the 
Commissioner of Education will provide for appropriate penalties which may 
include the withholding of all or a portion of State aid for the failure of 
a provisionally approved system to meet the terms of its plan, failure of a 
fully approved system to maintain prescribed standards and refusal of a 
system to extend service under reasonable conditions to an unserved area. 


b. The statute should provide that State aid to any system shall 
be reduced by 25 percent if the local tax appropriation of all constituent 
units falls below the average for the three years immediately preceeding the 
year in which the system was approved by the Commissioner. 


4. Nonrecurring and limited period State aid to systems 


The committee recommends the following nonrecurring grants to li- 
brary systems, given full or temporary approval by the Commissioner of Educa- 
tion, in lieu of that now provided under section 273, paragraph 7, of the 
Education Law: 


a. Each library system serving all or part of one county shall 
receive a nonrecurring grant of $10,000 within 60 days after the date of 
approval of its plan by the Commissioner. When the system serves two or more 
counties, an additional $10,000 shall be paid for each county served. 


b. Since central libraries should have a minimum of 100,000 volumes 
of well-selected books to serve as a core collection, those which have less 
than 100,000 shall receive from the proposed Public Libraries Division over 
a period of not more than 10 years four-fifths of the difference between the 
number of usable reference, informational and educational books in the possession 
of the central library and 100,000, provided that the system and/or its central 
library supplies the additional one-fifth of the difference over the same period. 


5. State aid to individual libraries 


The committee recommends that, in addition to the annual State aid 
to systems of libraries described in sections 1-5 above and in addition to 
the $100 maximum grants provided under section 271 of the Education Law to 
libraries not in systems, each registered library in the State, chartered to 
serve less than 5,000 people, shall receive the equivalent of $100 a year in 
the form of reference books to be acquired, cataloged and processed for use 
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by the proposed Public Libraries Division. These books shall be selected 
by the recipient libraries from an annual list, prepared by the Division's 
staff. The committee also recommends that any library, receiving State aid 
under section 271 of the Education Law, may elect to receive all or part of 
such aid in the form of these reference books. 


VI. THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT'S ADMINISTRATION OF THE STATE'S PUBLIC LIBRARY 
PROGRAM 



















1. The committee respectfully submits that the developing library 
functions now under the State Education Department, which include public, 
school, college, research and special services to agencies of the State 
Government, are of a size and importance as to call for the appointment of 
an Associate Commissioner whose major responsibilities should be supervision 
of the State's library activities. 


2. The position of the Director of the Library Extension Division should 
be upgraded to that of Assistant Commissioner in charge of a proposed Public 
Library Division, replacing the Library Extension Division, directly responsible 
to the Associate Commissioner. 


3. The staff of what is now the Library Extension Division should be 
increased as necessary for the full implementation of the program of library 
services recommended by the committee including added emphasis upon work in 
the field in guidance, promotion and inspection. 


4. Careful consideration should be given to basing field workers in the 
regions to which they are assigned. 


5. The Traveling Libraries Section of what is now the Extension Division 
should provide bulk loans of specialized materials to library systems. Much 
of its present book collection could be transferred to central libraries of 
systems with less than 100,000 volumes. 



















6. The State Education Department, in cooperation with the New York Li- 
brary Association, the Library Trustees Foundation of New York State and the 
library schools, should plan a series of regional conferences or institutes 
for librarians, trustees and government officials to discuss problems related 
to the formation or operation of systems of libraries and the improvement of 
public library service throughout the State. 


7. The State Education Department should establish an advisory council 
on public library service. 


*REPRESENTATIVES OF STATE GOVERNMENT TO THE COMMITTEE 





Charles M. Armstrong, Jr. Statistician 
Division of Research 

New York State Education Department 
Albany, New York 





William J. Embler Research Consultant 
New York State Assembly 


State Capitol, Albany 
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LIBRARIES ARE IN "POLITICS" 










by Phillips Bradley 
Professor of Political Science, Syracuse University; presently 

on leave to teach at the Indian School of International Studies, 
New Delhi, India, by invitation from the Ford Foundation. 











At first glance, the title seems startling, certainly inappropriate. 
Librarians are clearly not "politicians"—or are they, perhaps? Thirty- 
odd years ago, President Lowell of Harvard defined politicians as "brokers 
of ideas." In his view, politicians were men and women (there were not 
so many women in "the great game of politics" then) who persuaded people 
to their viewpoint by selling ideas for governmental action and programs. 


This definition of the politician's job is not so very different from 
what librarians are about—selling ideas for reading and other leisure- 
time intellectual pursuits. Without pressing the analogy too far here, 
it needs little reflection to realize that considerations of strategy and 
tactics are inherent in practically every human relationship including 
the library's operations. 











The Library and the Government 























We may look, first, at the position and role of the library in the 
governmental structure and process. The library is a competitor, though 

a small one in terms of the tax dollar, for funds from the public treasury. 
It must prepare a budget, and argue for it before the city or town (or 
county) council. What political roles are involved here, and who play 

the parts? 


First of all, the librarian must plan the grand strategy of present- 
ing the library's needs. Obviously, the presentation will be more or less 
persuasive depending on what is presented, and how it is portrayed. 






What is presented depends in turn on how the potentials of the li- 
brary's services to the community are viewed. Acceptance of a passive 
role—carrying out traditional functions in a traditional way—will lead 
to a modest request, nothing more, perhaps, than last 
year's budget. An imaginative approach to the widening 
community services implicit in the library's functions 
in relation to its many "publics" will suggest many 
ways in which to present, and gain support for, the 
budget. 


The Budget Story as "Politics" 









First, what about the presentation? Two stages 
are essential; two groups are involved. The librarian and his staff must 
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prepare the request and the supporting data. The trustees, supported by 
the librarian, must present the request to the budget authority and the 
legislative body. 


Whether or not there is need for a substantially larger budget in 
any year, the form of the budget will determine how cogent the appeal for 
funds will be. The figures are, of course, indispensable. They must be 
precise, accurate, in the form (if one is prescribed) required by the 
budget authority and the local legislature. Figures on the printed page 
are not, however, nearly as persuasive as in chart form. Why not work 
out—in the library itself (which means, by the library staff)—the li- 
brary "story" visually? How many persons were served last year with how 
many books—and all the other types of material which the library "sells"? 
How many new items did the library acquire? What services, to the public 
and behind the scenes, did the staff perform? 


Too little is known by the public or its representatives of the wide 
range of "backstop" services which must be performed accurately and con- 
tinuously if the loan desk is to function effectively for the public. The 
story can be dramatized visually much more intelligibly than by word or 
Statistic alone. And so can, in fact, all the services the library per- 
forms. Converting the budget request into graphic form will make the 
layman understand better what it takes in staff activities to provide the 
library's community services. 


A visual budget should not be for a single year. Trends in library 
activities and services may well be portrayed—whatever the record shows. 
Circulation may not always be going up; new "customers" (borrowers) may 
not be multiplying. Costs for some budget items (e.g. book purchases) 
may be going up. If the record is honestly presented, the chances of 
winning budget and legislative support will be a good deal better than if 
temporarily unfavorable trends are hidden in a mass of unanalyzed figures. 
It is long-run, not temporary, support that the librarian should be seeking 
from his governmental masters in the legislature. 


The strategy of preparing a persuasive picture of the library's op- 
erations and services is the first step. It is the librarian's initial 
"brokerage" transaction in the political arena. The second step involves 
the presentation of the picture to the budget and legislative authorities. 


The "Politics" of Budget Presentation 


Here, the library's governing body plays a major role. The board 

of trustees must, of course, be "sold" on the validity of the budget re- 
quest. The visual budget is, indeed, a useful device at this stage in the 
grand strategy of portraying the library's position and function in and to 
the community. The board is the community in miniature—if it is effec- 
tively selected. In any case, it is the community's first representative 
for the library. If the budget story is well enough presented to convince 
the board, and to be understood by it, it is well on the way toward suc- 
cessful support higher up in the governmental process. 


This spokesmanship is, in the first instance, the board's responsi- 
bility. As the community's immediate representative for the library—and 
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so best equipped to present its case in the competition for the tax dollar— 
the board plays an important political role. In larger systems with more 
complex budgets, the librarian may well serve as "staff" in a budget or 
legislative presentation. But the librarian should never have to carry 
the ball alone at either stage—even in smaller systems. The board, be- 
cause it is lay and representative of the community, has both a responsi- 
bility and a special capacity for presenting the library's story to the 
community, and particularly to its government. 


















The strategy of the budget process does not end with the librarian 
and the board. If the various community groups which the library serves 
are properly alerted, they can become an important factor in the budget 
outcome. Alerting them is essentially a matter of year-round services, 
not of a one-shot appeal. Their response to a particular appeal for sup- 
port will depend primarily on what the library symbolizes in their group 
life, what it does for them—as a group as well as for individuals. Here, 
the librarian's "brokerage" is crucial. 


The Library and the Community 






The budget is, of course, the major determinant of what the library 
can undertake. It is the short-run guide to the planning of library ser- 
vices. Since it is an annual (or, at most, a biannual) index of staff, 
purchases, internal administration and extension activities, its influence 
in both planning and performance is pervasive. It cannot be ignored or 
bypassed—but it can, with skill and patience, be modified over time. It 
is a political document, susceptible of political change. What kind of 
"politics" will aid the library most? 

























It hardly needs mention here that the library never can become a 
major expense item of local (or county) government. It is not in the 
nature of libraries to require appropriations comparable in size with 
those required for half a dozen other local services. Competition for 
the tax dollar is in pennies and dimes, not quarters or halves. Per cap- 
ita appropriations of two dollars would represent almost imperceptible 
increases in most tax bills. What is at stake most frequently is the 
difference between traditional, limited, sometimes inefficient, library 
services as against an active and community-wide library program. 






This difference is hard to translate into comprehensible terms to 
much of the nonuser segment of the community. But it needs to be done 
if our libraries are to reach their potentials as a community service. 
It is a political task of the first order—and the librarian's role is 
central to its successful achievement. 






No matter how "tight" the budget may be, there are people in every 
community who do not now use the library who can somehow be reached. Any 
"general propositions" about whom or how are obviously of limited useful- 
ness. The pattern of the strategy of enlisting wider group use of the 

library will vary with each community. What may prove a successful ap- 

proach with a given group in one community may prove ineffective with the 
Same group in another community. A few points of reference may, however, 
be suggested as guides to experiments in wider group contacts. 
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The Community as the Library's Bailiwick 


First, we may well take a new look at the community. Well over a 
century ago, Tocqueville pointed out the Americans’ passion for "associa- 
tion." Since he wrote, we have become, almost cumulatively, a nation of 
joiners. Hardly anyone, young or old, is not a member of some group; most 
of us belong to several organized and informal groups. The typical com- 
munity is a patchwork of "associations," with a crisscross of interests 
and an interlocking of memberships and often of programs. 


Youth groups and organizations of many kinds exist in every type and 
size of community. So do churches, lodges, women's groups. In the coun- 
try, there are, in addition, farm organizations and social groups of var- 
fous kinds. In the city, business and professional groups and labor un- 
ions—to mention only two types—abound. Across the land the schools reach 
into almost every home at one time or another. They and the youth organ- 
izations are, incidentally, the best sources for enlisting future users 
of the library. If young people discover its services and potentials while 
they are in school, more of them will remain adult library habitues. 


Broadening the Library's Community Contacts 


Second, we may well recheck the library's resources for meeting the 
interests of the great variety of groups which seem an endemic factor in 
community life. What does the library have to work with in broadening 
its outreach? 


There are, of course, the traditional stocks in trade—books, period- 
icals, newspapers, reference works, pictures. Purchase may even be in 
part a response to expressed interests of groups as well as individuals. 
These items are the core of every library because they are the best common 
denominators of knowledge or information wanted by most people. 


Just because they are the best common denominators, these normal and 
indispensable resources of the library may not be enough to meet the in- 
terests of many specialized community groups. Books and other normal li- 
brary stock may need to be focused on these groups. (An urban example 
might be the need for current books in the languages of major ethnic groups 
in the community). 


Beyond the traditional stocks in trade, libraries can provide new 
stocks for new groups. It can also reach out to stimulate awareness of 
and interest in the library's special services and resources. Here, 
again, is a "brokerage" function—political in the true sense of the word- 
of (or for?) the librarian. Many libraries are already exploring frontiers 
of present nonuse but of the potentialities of their community services. 
What are some of these frontiers? 


To catalog the entire list would need a union catalog; a few may be 
mentioned here. Music lovers should find a wide range of materials—from 
books to scores, from records to players (at least one in some quiet nook 
for use in the library if not for loan). Library sponsorship of concerts 
(even record concerts) is not unknown—and could well be expanded. Film 
fans should have access to the noncompetitive field of documentaries and 
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classics. A series of film showings can become a significant educational 
resource for the entire community. Is it too much to suggest a film li- 
brary as part of the library's stock-in-trade for loan to groups and even 
to individuals for home use? Even the smaller rural libraries can provide 
such a series through interloan arrangements with state education and li- 
brary agencies. Finally, if facilities are available in the library or 
obtainable by it, lectures and discussion groups, such as American Heritage 
and Great Books, might create new library clienteles. Many libraries have 
used these programs effectively as community-service- and contact-foci. 


Services to organized groups are also effective. Two may serve as 
examples. Business and industry, and labor, can find, especially in urban 
areas, real help in their day-to-day operations from specialized reference 
and information services, focused on their problems. Many smaller and 
some larger concerns and unions cannot afford (or do not know how to uti- 
lize) the major sources of information, governmental and private, which 
would facilitate their internal activities. 


The list of groups can, of course, be multiplied. Each community 
will have its own pattern. The library's outreach ("extension") should 
be geared to the pattern if all the frontiers are to be explored and ad- 
equately cultivated. 


Kae KR KK Ke KEKE KK 


This brief review of the library's governmental and community re- 
lations suggests the variety of its "political" roles. Bringing together 
community interests and the library's resources is essentially a political 


process. The librarian is the "broker," in Lowell's sense, in the proc- 
ess. His function is to draw the wider community into more direct and 
intimate relation to the library and to demonstrate its resources and 
services to the local government through the library's board of trustees. 
The more widely the library is a servant of all the people, both as in- 
dividuals and in groups, the more effective will the librarian's and the 
trustees' "brokerage" be. 
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Recent Books 


A SELECTION 


Suggested by Book Information Section 
Florence Boochever, Editor Laura E. McDowell 


Recommendations: *of first interest; Y for young people}; 
P for prisons; R for reformatories; H for mental hospitals. 


Nonfiction 


YP *Bamm, Peter, pseud. Early sites of Christianity. Pantheon. $4.50. 
A German physician, who has visited nearly every Bible nameplace, 
skilfully blends the events of the Old and New Testaments with colorful 
descriptions of contemporary scenes and peoples in a unique travelog. 
Photographs. Index. 915.6 


YP *Belmont, Mrs. E.R. The fabric of memory. Farrar. $5.50. 

RH The famous actress, Eleanor Robson, who gave up her career in 1910 to 
marry August Belmont, gracefully describes her years on the stage and 
later active roles in war, civic, philanthropic and cultural causes 
during a colorful era. Photographs. Index. B or 92 


YP *Braddon, Russell. The white mouse. Norton. $3.95. 

R Amazing adventures of an Australian girl, who, married to a wealthy 
Frenchman, worked with the Resistance four years in Occupied France and 
for her valor and resourcefulness was decorated by the French, British 
and American governments. Map, photographs. Appendixes. 940.54 


*Brandt, M.L. Good Housekeeping book of home decoration. McGraw-Hill. 
$7 .95. 
Mainly through photographs, some in color, the homemaker is guided in 
the choice of furnishings for every room and given helpful advice on 
how to buy. Quarto. Index. 747 


Brooks, Mrs. Gladys. Three wise virgins. Dutton. $4. 

Delightfully illuminating study of Dorothea Lynde Dix, Elizabeth Palmer 
Peabody and Catharine Maria Sedgwick, "exceptional" 19th century women, 
who differed in background and interests but shared "the Boston Reli-«- 
gion" of William Ellery Channing. Frontispiece portraits. B or 92 


YP *Burton, Maurice. Animal legends. Coward-McCann. $4.95. 

RH A noted British zoologist examines both scientific and lay views on 
animal behavior and cites fascinating examples to prove that many of 
the so-called legends are founded on facts. Drawings. 591.5 


Carson, Gerald. Cornflake crusade. Rinehart. $4.95. 

Lively, well-researched, social history, outlining the past century's 
food revolt and entertainingly limning the vegetable dieters and cru- 
saders who brought grain to the American kitchen and wealth to Battle 
Creek, Michigan. Chronology, sources, index. 613.26 
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YP *Chalmers, A.K. That revolutionary—Christ. Scribner. $2.95. 

RH A former minister of the Broadway Tabernacle, New York City, describes 
the many facets of Christ's character, attacking the lethargy of many 
who are content with a passive religion and suggesting "a strategy of 
Christian living" for this modern age. 248 


YP *Charlton, Warwick. The second Mayflower adventure. Little. $4.95. 

RH The originator of the Mayflower Project tells the official story of 
its planning, the money-raising efforts involved and the building of 
the replica, recording the crossing in an interesting log of the voy- 
age. Map, photographs, diagrams. Appendix. 910.45 


*Cole, Mrs. A.K. Antiques; how to identify, buy, sell, refinish and 
care for them. McKay. $4.95. 
Informal, knowledgeable introduction to American antiques today, dis-~- 
cussing values, specific pieces, reproductions and fakes. Drawings. 
List of terms, museums and restorations, bibliography, index. 749.2 


YP Eggler, Albert. The Everest-Lhotse adventure; tr. by Hugh Merrick. 
RH Harper. $4.50. 
The leader of the 1956 Swiss Expedition to the Everest group modestly 
recounts the experiences of the 1ll-man team that made possible the 
ascent of Lhotse, "hitherto the highest unclimbed peak in the world." 
Map, photographs. 915.42 


Eliot, Alexander. Three hundred years of American painting. Time 
Inc. (dist. by Random) $13.50. 

A distinguished record of America through its artists from Puritan 
days to the present with richly informed text accompanying 250 full- 
color plates. Quarto. List of permanent collections open to the 
public, chronology, bibliography, index. 759.1 
American arts and skills, by the editors of Life (Dutton. $13.95. 
745) traces the development of national artin daily living since the 
early 1600s, indicating the resources of museums and historic, private 
and public collections illustrated in excellent colored photographs. 
Folio. Index. Both volumes would make ideal gifts to the library. 
Colonial living, by Edwin Tunis (World. $4.95. 917.3) is a delight- 
ful quarto depicting in text and drawings by the author the costumes 
and properties" of North American pioneers in the years 1564-1770. 


YP *Forrester, F.H. 1001 questions answered about the weather. Dodd. $6. 
RH In topical arrangement, answers frequent queries about "one of man's 
greatest environmental factors."' Photographs, drawings. Tables, 

bibliography, index. 551.5 


Freeman, W.M. The big name. Printers’ ink. $3.75. 

Thoroughly interesting analysis of the use of the endorsement in ad- 
vertising with examples of effectiveness due to honesty and sincerity. 
Photographs. Index. 659.13 


Grimble, Sir Arthur. Return to the islands; life and legend in the 
Gilberts. Morrow. $4.50. 


In a sequel to We chose the islands (1952), the late British Colonial 
Commissioner describes with charm and wit native customs and shows how 
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the concept of stewardship in Colonial service has replaced the old 
practice of imperialism. Map, drawings. 919.68 


PR *Holbrook, S.H. Dreamers of the American dream. Doubleday. $5.75. 

H Spanning the mid-19th and early 20th centuries, this is a lively, in- 
formative account of the visionaries and prophets "who were basically 
seeking perfection" in their unorthodox ways and who are less ridiculed 
by posterity than they were by their contemporaries. Bibliography, 
index. 917.3 


YP *Listaite, M. Gratia, Sister, & Hildebrand, N.A. A new look at Christ- 
H mas decorations. Bruce. $4. 
Inviting quarto explaining the varied traditions and customs in our 
national culture and how they may be expressed simply and inexpensively. 
Photographs, some in color, and explicit diagrams and directions. 
Reference sources, materials. 745 


Y *Monro, K.M. & Monro, I.S. The clubwoman's manual. Macmillan. $4.50. 
Concise, valuable guide to many phases of club work including organ- 
ization, program planning and committee functions, with an example of 
a federated club constitution in the appendix. Index. 367 


Nevins, Allan, & Hill, F.E. Ford: expansion and challenge, 1915-1933. 
Scribner. $8.95. 

The second volume in the history of the Ford Motor Company highlights 
the era of mass production, the launching of "Model A" and Ford's un- 
successful ventures in politics, journalism and social crusades. Pho- 
tographs. Notes, appendixes, index. B or 92 


YP *O'Connor, Richard. Johnstown the day the dam broke. Lippincott. 

R $3.95. 
Based upon interviews and careful research, this is a journalist's 
dramatic reconstruction of the Johnstown disaster of 1889 which took 
over 2,000 lives. Map, photographs. Bibliography. 974.877 


YP *Peattie, D.C. Parade with banners. World Pub. Co. $3.50. 

RH In chapters written to his son who is with the U.S. Information Agency 
in Cambodia, the noted naturalist delightfully recalls America's her- 
itage in tales of "our country's finest institutions, its great men 
and monuments..."' Appeared originally in Reader's Digest. 973.04 


YP *Rand McNally contemporary world atlas. Rand McNally. $2.95. 

RH Excellent, inexpensive folio containing relief maps of all continents 
and full-color maps of the political world and the United States. 
World political information table, facts and comparisons, index. R912 
Rand McNally atlas of world history, ed. by R.R. Palmer (Rand McNally. 
$6.95. R912) is a valuable addition to any library for its authorita- 
tive text and newly drawn, detailed maps of all parts of the world 
stressing North America and Europe. Bibliography, tables, index. 


YP *Rigby, Douglas. Desert happy. Lippincott. $5.50. 

RH Newcomers from the East, the author and his wife spent a year ina 
cottage outside of Tucson, Arizona, and this is a flavorsome, anec- 
dotal account of people, past and present, of native flora and fauna 
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and of "simple experiences in an extraordinary place". Maps, photo- 
graphs. Index. 917.91 














Rudivoravan, Princess of Siam. 
Adams Knight. Dutton. $3.95. 
Informally and colorfully recounts the narrator's multiple lives as 

wife of a prince, and after divorce, of a commoner, mother of three, 
designer, restaurant keeper, actress, dancer, and at present, broad- 
caster over Voice of America. Photographs. B or 92 


The treasured one; as told to Ruth 











YP *Ruark, R.C. The Old Man and the boy. Holt. $4.95. 

RH Memorable telling of the rare companionship between the author when 
- a growing boy and his wise grandfather as they hunted and fished in 
the woods and streams of North Carolina. 818.5 








Y *Shoemaker, Don, ed. With all deliberate speed; segregation—desegrega~ 
tion in Southern schools. Harper. $3.50. 
In a provocative symposium a group of reporters, a lawyer and an edu- 
cator unbiasedly summarize the impact of the Supreme Court decision 
on both rural and urban areas in the Southern and border states. Bi- 
ographical notes. Appendix, index. 371.9 

























PR *Sinclair, Mrs. M.C. Southern belle. Crown. $5. 

H The wife of Upton Sinclair, daughter of a wealthy Mississippi cotton 
planter, zestfully describes the ups and downs of nearly 50 years as 
the partner "of a man who had set out to help in the ending of poverty 
and war in the world." Photographs. B or 92 





Solotaire, R.S. How to get into television; a guide to careers in 
television advertising, management, writing and acting. Sheridan. 
$3.75. 

Valuable, overall survey of the field, including programing, opportu- 
nities for women, educational and closed circuit, TV and the careers 
of some who have succeeded. Appendix. 791.4 
Television plays for writers; ed. by A.S. Burack (The Writer. $5. 792) 
contains "eight television plays with comment and analysis by the 
authors" (subtitle) that should prove stimulating to student and in- 
terested reader. 













Spectorsky, A.C. ed. The book of the earth; being a collection of 
RH writings about the earth in all its aspects. Appleton. $12.50. 

"A composite self-portrait by some seventy-odd artists, of man in his 
relation to his immediate environment", this timely, handsome quarto 







Photographs, drawings. 910.82 
Sumner, Mrs. C.R. A view from the hill. Prentice-Hall. $2.95. 

The personal testament by the gifted author of Traveler in the wilder-~ 
ness (1957) to the "feeling of heightened life" that comes with aging 
richly. Decorations. 818.5 







YP Toynbee, A.J. Christianity among the religions of the world. Scribner. 
RH $2.75. 
Challenging discussion of the essential elements of Christianity and 
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other great religions, recommending not a "coalescence" but more 
open-minded individual attitudes toward rival faiths. 290 


Uris, Auren. The efficient executive. McGraw-Hill. $4.95. 

Sparkling, up-to-the-minute chapters on the concept of efficiency and 
on activities that are dictated by organization, job and self. Charts, 
diagrams. Quizzes, checklists, index. 658.31 


Waldo, Myra. The Slenderella cook book. Putnam. $4.95. 

Intended for the entire family, this attractive volume contains good 
health hints, varied menus and appetizing recipes for those of normal 
weight and over who want to maintain an even keel. Chapter heads. 
Calorie charts, index. 641.5 
Cooking American, by S.W. Dean (Hill and Wang. $3.95. 641.5) is a 
delightful collection of recipes from all parts of the country and 
for every occasion. Chapter heads. Index. 


YP *Walker, Winifred. All the plants of the Bible. Harper. $4.95. 

RH Small quarto of exquisite, life-size photographs captioned with the 
familiar Bible reference and English, Latin and Hebrew names for each 
plant, with text on opposite pages containing characteristics and lore 
and complete verse. Supplement. 220.858 


Wright, F.L. A testament. Horizon. $12.50. 

The great architect's autobiography plus a statement of his basic 
principles, illustrated by photographs, plans and original drawings. 
A beautifully printed quarto well worth its cost. B or 92 


Wright, Sylvia. Get away from me with those Christmas gifts, and 
other reactions. McGraw-Hill. $3.95. 

Amusing essays, many reprinted from magazines, ironically commenting 
on fallible aspects of modern living. Drawings to match. 817 


Fiction 


Agee, James. A death in the family. McDowell, Obolensky. $3.95. 
Mainly through the eyes of a small boy the sudden death of a loving 
father and husband is simply and poetically recorded in a posthumous 
novel of literary distinction. 


YH *Carroll, Mrs. G.H. Sing out the glory. Little. $4. 
Change and conflict come to a small Maine valley when its traditional 
way of life is upset by an influx of French-Canadian woodsmen. A 
strong love story coupled with a vivid portrayal of the opportunities 
and difficulties of growing up in 20th century America make this es- 
pecially good for young adults. 


Dinesen, Isak, pseud. (Blixen, K.D. baroness). Last tales. Random. 
$4. 
In clear and beautiful prose, 12 tales of another day take a large 


view of life as they present interesting people and some enigmatic 
situations. 


PR Glyn, Anthony. Pemberton, Ltd. Dial. $3.95. 
Returning to the London office after a long apprenticeship on a West 
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Indies sugar plantation, Hugh Pemberton hopes to convince his older 
cousin, autocratic, pride-ridden head of the company, of the need for 
changes and how he saves Pembertons and resolves his personal problems 
is told in a witty, sophisticated novel. 


Grinioff, Vladimir. Tale of a whistling shrimp. Dutton. $3.50. 
Hilarious satire on the U.S.S.R. revealing the machinations and con- 
fusion that ensue when the daughter of a prosperous Communist is 
accused of making "socially dangerous" remarks at the university. 


Jameson, Storm. A cup of tea for Mr. Thorgill. Harper. $3.50. 
Interplay of personality and jockeying for power in an Oxford college 
form the theme of this sophisticated, coolly brilliant narrative 
which touches on the melodramatic when Communism rears its head. 


PR *Kane, H.T. The gallant Mrs. Stonewall. Doubleday. $3.95. 
Interestingly related biographical novel about "bright-spirited" Anna 
Morrison and her good marriage to General Thomas Jackson. 


Lofts, Mrs. N.R. Scent of cloves. Doubleday. $3.95. 

Orphaned in Cromwell's raid upon Ireland, well-born Julia Ashley is 
brought up in Holland and, at 15, married by proxy to the idiot son 

of a merciless Dutch East Indies spice planter and, as Julia's destiny 

is excitingly unfolded, this romantic tale vividly evokes the 17th 
century in two different worlds. Serialized in The Ladies’ Home Journal. 


O'Connor, Frank, pseud. Domestic relations. Knopf. $3.50. 

All sorts of people come alive in these 15 richly textured tales, 
limning in chuckling prose small-town Irish folk, their foibles and 
obsessions. Many are reprinted from The New Yorker. 


YP *Roy, Gabrielle. Street of riches. Harcourt. $3.95. 

R Delightful, flavorsome sketches of childhood and youth in a Manitoba 
town and the joys and sorrows of growing up as the youngest of eight 
children in a French-Canadian family. 


YP *Walker, D.H. Sandy was a soldier's boy; a fable. Houghton. $3. 

RH In this sensitively written, appealing story, a ten-year-old, prone 
to trouble, breaks the windows of the Colonel's greenhouse — and 
Sandy's father is the Pipe Major in the Black Watch regiment — but 
Sandy redeems himself and is decorated by the Queen! 


Whitney, P.A. Skye Cameron. Appleton. $3.75. 

After Bruce Cameron's crippling accident, his impoverished family 
moved from New England to share the New Orleans home of his wife's 
conniving brother and here their daughter, Skye, eventually finds 
happiness in an obvious but compelling tale of intrigue, interesting 
for its re-creation of New Orleans in the 1880s. 


YP *Wilson, Mrs. D.C. The gifts; a story of the boyhood of Jesus. McGraw- 
RH Hill. $3.95. 
How Jesus uses the Wise Men's birthday gifts during his 12th year and 
becomes aware of his true mission is authentically told in a novel 
that brings to life the people of Nazareth and the old Hebrew customs 
and rites. 
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* * * DECEMBER STORY * * x 


Association for Childhood Education. Literature. Comm. Told under the 
Christmas tree. Macmillan. $3. 

Excellent collection of stories and poems for Christmas throughout the 
world as well as for the Jewish festival of Hanukah. (3-7)* 


Friedrich, Priscilla. The Easter Bunny that overslept. Lothrop. $2.50. 
A year-round story. Santa's gift to the Easter Bunny guaranteed that 
he would not oversleep another Easter. Excellently illustrated. (K-3) 


Gaer, Joseph. Holidays around the world. Little. $3. 
Excellent for its comparison of the world's great religions. Gives 
information on holidays and methods of celebrating them. (5-up) 


Godden, Rumer. The fairy doll. Viking. $2.50. 
How the fairy doll at the top of a Christmas tree changes a "clumsy" 
child. Delicately illustrated. Sensitive story. (2-5) 


Hays, Wilma Pitchford. Christmas on the Mayflower. Coward. $2.50. 
Giles Hopkins' relief to be on solid ground, despite the cold and 
hard work it entailed, gives a fine picture of the Pilgrims’ difficult 

first years. (3-6) 


Jordan, Nina R. Holiday handicraft. Harcourt. $2.75. 
A collection of many things to do for the holidays around the year. 
Ideas for parties and gifts. (4-9) 


Kahl, Virginia. Plum pudding for Christmas. Scribner. $2.50. 
Humorous story in poetry form of a King's decree for Plum Pudding and 
the Duchess’ attempt to solve the dilemma of no plums. (K-3) 


Pannell, Lucile. Holiday round up. Macrae Smith. $3.50. 
Another collection of Christmas stories which includes some stories 
for the Jewish Festival of Lights, Hanukah. (4-8) 


Vance, Marguerite. Windows for Rosemary. Dutton. $2.25. 
The gift of a typewriter for blind Rosemary opens up many closed 
windows. Fine understanding for any time of the year. (4-6) 


Wiggin, Kate Douglas. The Birds’ Christmas Carol. Houghton. $3. 
The new large edition will appeal to many who love to hear again the 
story of Carol Bird's Christmas for the Ruggleses. (4-6) 


*Figures in parenthesis are approximate grade levels 
where books will be enjoyed the most. 


Barbara D. Block, Librarian, Dobbs Ferry Elementary School, 
for the Children's and Young People's Section, NYLA; 
Mabel B. Bell, Chairman, Book Committee 
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TRAVELING LIBRARIES AT COUNTY FAIRS 


During the County Fair season of 1957 Traveling Libraries made 
available attractive book collections for fairgoers. Librarians 
everywhere will be interested in reading about two of the ex- 
hibits planned and manned by volunteers. 

When it was suggested to Mrs. Richard Thomas last May that she 
have an exhibit at the Columbia County Fair, she wrote: "The 
idea sounds terrific, although I've never done anything of the 
sort before. I'm not sure of our summer plans but we will have 
to move soon as the Parkway Extension will be coming through 

the middle of the house. The place has been swarming with sur- 
veyors for days, and stakes with little red flags are posted 

all over the front yard." 

In the midst of moving her family from their old homestead, 

Mrs. Thomas, mother of four small children, did find time to 
plan an exhibit for the Chatham Fair, August 30-September 2. 

Her usual community activities were not neglected, because for 
the second summer she gave a large portion of her time to the 
playground bookmobile sponsored by the Hudson YWCA and the Youth 
Bureau. During the winter months she conducts a Saturday story 
hour at the "Y", there being no public library in Hudson. Here 
is Mrs. Thomas' letter to I.Marie Gustafson, Public Library Con- 
sultant, after the Fair: 


"The books and all of the posters except the large Herald Tribune 


one and the book ends were shipped by freight on Friday morning. We had 
intended to get to Albany before school opened and return everything 
then, but couldn't. 

"The four days of the Fair were wonderful! I enjoyed myself thoroughly 
even if I was tired after it was all over. Each day was different — the 
first day was children's day and I was swamped with youngsters looking at 
the books. The next day was ‘visiting firemen' day — sort of a strange 
day — the parents kept jerking the children away from the booth. It fi- 
nally occurred to me that they thought I was selling books! The next two 
days were better. 

"I borrowed a few posters from the local book store here to hide the 
broken panes of glass on the upper cabinets. On one of the lower panes 
we put the words 'To Read Is to Grow,' with Decal letters that are used 
to place names on boats or office doors. We matted two large French post- 
ers for each side wall and put a collection of library pamphlets on an- 
other sheet of cardboard to make a poster. The books without jackets I 
arranged on thumbtacks on the upper shelf of the lower cabinet. I happen 
to have a silk screen of a horse done by a Navajo artist, Harrison Begay, 
which I used over Blue Canyon Horse. The books for parents and the rest 
of the uncovered books I put between book ends on one table, with the 
jacketed books arranged on the table so the children or parents could look 
through them. I also put two sets of pamphlets there and two small white 
cardboard signs, one explaining Traveling Libraries and the other asking 
'Do you want better library service? Here's how you can help — Take one.' 

"I found it difficult to find people to help — holiday weekends, 
Jewish Holidays — there were many other reasons. That unidentified 'vet- 
eran library official' in the clipping from The New York Times about the 
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State Study of Lack of Libraries summed the whole situation up very neatly, 
I think, when he said that 'Few people dislike libraries, but they don't 
have intense feelings for them either.' 

"One of the bright spots, though, was the interest of the children. 
Even teen-agers would look at Georgie or Ferdinand or The Five Chinese 
Brothers and seemed to be delighted to find an old friend in a book. The 
Chatham Library must have these titles as I noticed that the children from 
Chatham had read nearly all of them. 

"An elderly man from Chatham exhibited models of farm machinery and 
buggies that he remembered from his early boyhood and which he had whittled 
with a pocket knife. They were quite well done and attracted a lot of the 
farm people who wouldn't otherwise have been drawn to a table of books. 

The models were just the right touch and helped a great deal to create a 
center of interest. In several instances, the children saw them first, 
brought the parents over, who would look at the books and pamphlets while 
the children looked at the models. 

"I feel the whole effort was very worth while. It was good experience 
too — answering questions and finding out just what people's reactions 
to books and libraries are." Patricia Thomas 


As a result of a book review project presented by Miss Gustafson 
in Columbia County, the Brookview Home Demonstration Unit decided 
to hold an exhibit at the Rensselaer County Fair at Schaghticoke, 
August 31-September 4, 1957. This is the story of the Schaghti- 
coke exhibit as told by Mrs. Marie Carlson, a busy housewife and 
mother, Home Bureau leader and community worker: 


"Florence Skiff and I were appointed to prepare a display of books for 


the Rensselaer County Fair at Schaghticoke over the Labor Day weekend — 
Florence because she was interested in books and had a little art training, 
and I because I had been the leader for the book review project earlier in 
the year. 

"In May, Professor Elmer S. Phillips of Cornell University came to 
speak to all the exhibitors from the Home Demonstration Department. He 
helped us to choose our theme and to design the exhibit so as to make the 
most of the space available. We learned to our dismay that we had only 
a few seconds in which to attract the attention of a person passing the 
booth. Any display which could do this would have to be vitally interest- 
ing to him, or vivid enough to catch his eye. We left the meeting with a 
general plan for the exhibit. Our caption, 'Books Build the Child,' was 
to be graphically illustrated by two large figures of children made of a 
sort of patchwork of book jackets. 

"Our first needs, then, were books and book jackets. It was wonderful 
to discover that the Traveling Libraries would lend us the McCall's Maga- 
zine collection of 100 books for children. This took care of our book 
supply. We used all of the books and did not add any more because we had 
barely enough space for these. It might have been nice to have added a 
few of the latest titles, but we did not and the children seemed to enjoy 
finding their old favorites on view. Again and again we heard, 'I've read 
this one!', spoken with intense gratification. We obtained book jackets 
by asking publishers for them. We got hundreds, and Florence Skiff's aunt 
who is a librarian sent us some, too, so we had enough for the display and 
for our children's scrapbooks. The publishers also sent handsome catalogs 
which we placed on display for our visitors to take away with them. 
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"Setting up the exhibit was easy, and our expenses were very low. 

Our figures were made of cardboard left over from last year's P.T.A. dance; 
our letters were made of blue and yellow corrugated cardboard donated by 
Cub Scout leaders. We put the books on folding aluminum tables, borrowed 
from the Home Demonstration work center, covered with tan tablecloths. 
Blue and yellow were the main colors, with the many colors of the books 
and jackets blending in. We had a small bookcase with a few toys among 
the books and a comfortable chair with a lamp, and a circle of children's 
chairs. The two large tables in an 'L' arrangement formed the back and 
one side of the exhibit and the group of chairs, bookcase and lamp made 
the other side. 

"Our demonstration on the Saturday before Labor Day, the first full 
day of the Fair, was not greatly successful. We were to demonstrate four 
times. Florence spoke generally about children's reading, and I discussed 
the technique of reading aloud. Evidently there was a fine show in the 
grandstand because almost no one came to the demonstrations although they 
were announced over a loud speaker heard all over the grounds. 

"We finally gave up and tried to lure a few individuals into the booth 
for conversations about whatever interested them there. This worked bet- 
ter. Our first success was with a lovely woman who said she was just 
waiting for next Christmas when her baby granddaughter would be old enough 
to enjoy getting books for presents. Our most rewarding experience was 
with a family. The children loved the books and we read to them Play with 
Me, by Marie Hall Ets. A few other children gathered around, too. That 
was very pleasing to us and helped to erase the disappointment we felt 
when we saw parents drag children away from the exhibit because they were 
too hurried to stop. Saturday was the only day we spent at the Fair, but 
the County Agents said that on other days the booth was full of children 
plainly enjoying themselves. Florence and I had a good time arranging 
the display and handling the beautiful books. The experience was most 
satisfying." Marie S. Carlson 


Busy Librarians: Don't overlook members of your community who 
have a special something to offer your library program. If you 
wish help with an exhibit, write to: Traveling Libraries, Library 
Extension Division, New York State Library, Albany 1, New York. 
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Free and Jucxpensive 


MATERIAL 


Listed by Mary S. Lindsey, Reference Section 


A Miscellany 


Capitalism and the American economy. (Case economic literacy series 
no. 1) Special edition for schools. Council for Advancement of 
Secondary Education. 1201 Sixteenth St., N.W. Washington 6, D.C. 
1957. 76p. $1. 


Cochran, C.L. and Ross, Ron. The case for competition in electric power. 
(Pamphlet no. 241) Public Affairs Pamphlets, 22 East 38th St., New 
York 16. 1956. 28p. 25¢. 


Complete handbook on foreign aid. National Debate Research Company. 
P.O. Box 1161. Chicago 90, Ill. 1957. 222p. $3.25. 


Consumption key to full prosperity; toward rising living standards; for 
workers: wage progress; for farmers: income parity; for all: basic 
public services. Conference on Economic progress. 1001 Connecticut 
Ave., N.W. Washington 6, D.C. 1957. 63p. 50¢. 


Harris, Marshall and Rohwer, R.A. Family farming. (Planning pamphlet 
no. 99) National planning Association. July 1957. 57p. $1. 


Harsch, J.C. The role of political parties, U.S.A. (Freedom agenda no. 
18) Carrie Chapman Cott Memorial Fund, Inc. 461 Fourth Ave., New 
York 16. 1955. 33p. 25¢. 


Heard, Alexander. Money and politics. (Pamphlet no. 242) Public Affairs 
Pamphlets. 22 East 38th St., New York 16, 1956. 28p. 25¢. Financing 
political campaigns. 


Schisgall, Oscar. The enemy property issue. (Pamphlet no. 246) Public 
Affairs Pamphlets. 22 East 38th St., New York 16. 1951. 20p. 25¢. 


U.S. Information Agency. 6th review of operations, Jan. 1 - June 30, 
1956. U.S. Government Printing Office. Washington, D.C. 1956. 38p. 


What will deflation or more inflation mean to you? A coordinated study 
by the research, investment and insurance divisions. American 


Institute for Economic Research. Great Barrington, Mass. 1957. 142p. 
$l. 


Women's congress on housing. Housing and Home Finance Agency. 
Superintendent of Documents. U.S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D.C. Oct. 1956. 82p. 60¢. 
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A SELECTED LIST OF 


Toe Recent Accessions 


Prepared by 
Evelyn E. Nelson, Reference and Ethel Lansing, Order Sections 


These titles of general interest, which the smaller library may not 
have purchased, may be borrowed from the New York State Library. Please 
use call numbers as indicated when requesting books. 


BIOGRAPHY 


Mitchell, A.R. Kim Savage and the Tulareno Indians. Los Angeles, 
Westernlore Press 1957 118p. (Great West and Indian series, 8) 
979.45 Zs2m 


Notestein, Wallace. Four worthies: John Chamberlain, Anne Clifford, 
John Taylor, Oliver Heywood. New Haven, Yale University Press, 
1957. 248p. 920.042 N91E 


Slessor, J.C. The central blue; autobiography. New York, Praeger 1957 
709p. 358.4 $632 


Strauss, W.A. Proust and literature; the novelist as critic. Cambridge, 
Harvard University Press, 1957. 263p. 843.91 P96As9 


COMMUNICATION 


Babcock, C.M. Harper handbook of communication skills. New York, Harper 
1957 489p. 808 B112 


Cherry, Colin. On human communication; a review, a survey, and a criti- 
cism. Cambridge Technology Press of Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology 1957 333p. (Studies in communication) 400 C522 


Hackett, Herbert. Understanding and being understood, by Herbert Hackett 
and others New York, Longmans, Green, 1957. 565p. 808 H121 


Zelko, H.P. Successful conference and discussion techniques. New York, 
McGraw-Hill, 1957. 264p. 374.24 249 


GOVERNMENT AND THE INDIVIDUAL 


Dumbauld, Edward. The Bill of rights and what it means today. Norman, 
University of Oklahoma Press 1957 242p. 342.73 D887 


Dupree, A.H. Science in the Federal Government, a history of policies 
and activities to 1940. Cambridge, Mass., Belknap Press of Harvard 
University Press, 1957. 460p. S 509.73 D942 


Huntington, S.P. The soldier and the state; the theory and politics of 
civil-military relations. Cambridge, Belknap Press of Harvard 
University Press, 1957. 534p. 342.73 H953 
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INTERNATIONAL UNDERSTANDING 


Campbell, C.S. Anglo-American understanding, 1898-1903. Baltimore, 
Johns Hopkins Press 1957 385p. 327 .730942 C187 


Hartmann, F.H. The relations of nations. New York, Macmillan 1957 
637p. 341 H333 


International Sociological Association. The nature of conflict; studies 
on the sociological aspects of international tensions. In collabor- 
ation with Jessie Bernard and others. Paris UNESCO 1957 314p. 
(Tensions and technology series) 301.1532 I61 


Peck, H.A. International economics. New York, Crowell 1957 46lp. 
380.1 P366 
THE OUT-OF -DOORS 


Aubert de La Rue, Edgar. The tropics, by Edgar Aubert de La Rue and 
others. New York, Knopf, 1957. 208p. 574.084 qA889 


Brings, L.M. ed. Outdoor horizons; a book about American wildlife for 
sportsmen and those who love the outdoors. Minneapolis, Denison 
©1957 23lp. 799 qB858 

PUBLIC RELATIONS 


Center, A.H. ed. Public relations ideas in action; 500 tested public 
relations programs and techniques. New York, McGraw-Hill, 1957. 
301.154 C397 


Davis, Keith. Human relations in business. New York, McGraw-Hill, 1957. 
557p. 658.3 D262 


Hiss, Alger. In the court of public opinion. New York, A.A. Knopf, 
1957. 424p. Law Lib. 
THE WEST 


Field, M.C. Prairie and mountain sketches. Norman, University of Okla- 
homa Press 1957 239p. (The American exploration and travel 
series, 23) 917.8 F455 


Hughes, R.B. Pioneer years in the Black Hills. Glendale, Calif., A.H. 
Clark Co., 1957. 366p. (Western frontiersmen series, 6) 917.83 H894 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Berger, Morroe. Bureaucracy and society in modern Egypt; a study of the 
higher civil service. Princeton, Princeton University Press, 1957. 
23lp. (Princeton oriental studies: social science, no.1) 351.1 B496 


Capa, Cornell. Retarded children can be helped, by Cornell Capa and Maya 
Pines. Great Neck, N.Y¥., Channel Press, ©1957. 159p. 362.78 C236 


Filchner, Wilhelm. Route-mapping and position-locating in unexplored 
regions, by Wilhelm Filchner and others. New York, Academic Press, 
1957. 288p. 526.9 F479 


Jaszi, Oszkar. Against the tyrant; the tradition and theory of tyran- 
nicide, by Oscar Jaszi and J.D. Lewis. Glencoe, Ill., Free Press 
1957 288p. 321.6 J39 
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Offical Publications 


OF NEW YORK STATE 


TNE DRS KOS SF 


Prepared by Peter Paulson, Gift and Exchange Section 


*Available free to libraries within New York State, and on ex- 
change to libraries outside of New York State, from New York 
State Library, Gift and Exchange Section, Albany 1, New York. 
Other publications may be obtained from issuing office. 


*AGING, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON PROBLEMS OF THE. Brightening the 
senior years. (1957) 139p. (Legis Doc 1957 no. 81) 


*ASSESSMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE. Report, lst...to the New York State 
Board of Equalization and Assessment. (1957) 80p. (Cover title: 
A Look at real property assessment) 


*AUDIT AND CONTROL, DEPT. OF. Special report on municipal affairs by 
the State Comptroller, transmitted to the Legislature February 20, 
1957. (1957) 26lp. (Legis Doc 1957 no. 105A) 


*BANKING DEPT. The Bank director's responsibility: a high public 
service. (1957) 57p. 


*BANKING LAW, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE TO REVISE THE. Report...for 
the year 1956-57. (1957) 64p. (Legis Doc 1957 no. 21) 


*BUDGET, DIV. OF. New York State budget summary, 1957-58. (1957) 45p. 


*CEREBRAL PALSY, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE TO STUDY THE PROBLEM OF. 
Report...February 18, 1957. (1957) 79p. (Legis Doc 1957 no. 47) 


*CIVIL SERVICE, DEPT. OF. Annual report, 74th, of the...and Civil 
Service Commission, 1956. (1957) 58p. (Legis Doc 1957 no. 109) 


*COMMERCE, DEPT. OF. The Electronics industry in New York State. (1957) 
40p. 


* Map and guide to New York State, the vacation empire. (1957) Folder. 


*CONSERVATION LAW, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON REVISION OF THE. 
Report...1956-57. (1957) 144p. (Legis Doc 1957 no. 11) 


*CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, TEMPORARY STATE COMMISSION ON THE. Report, 
second interim, September 19, 1957. (1957) 58p. (Legis Doc 1957 
no. 57) 


*EDUCATION DEPT. Registered certified public accountants and copartner- 
ships of certified public accountants, 1956-58. (1957) 153p. 
(University of the State of New York bulletin no. 1446, March 1957) 


Winners of Regents college scholarships, 1957. (1957) 124p. 
~~ (Release: April 26, 1957) 
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*ELECTION LAW AND RELATED STATUTES, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE TO MAKE 
A STUDY OF THE. Report...including minority report, 1957. (1957) 
60p. (Legis Doc 1957 no. 38) 


*IMITATION FOOD PRODUCTS AND PROBLEMS, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. 
Annual report...March 30, 1957. (1957) 68p. 


*LABOR, DEPT. OF. Division of Research and Statistics. Women in jobs. 
(1957) 6p. Mimeo. (Special labor news memorandum, no. 76, 
October 18, 1957) 


*METROPOLITAN AREA PROBLEMS, ARDEN HOUSE CONFERENCE ON. Report... 
September 21-23, 1957. (1957) 14p. 


*MILITARY AND NAVAL AFFAIRS, DIV. OF. Annual report of the chief of 
staff to the Governor for the...for the year 1956. (1957) 168p. 


*NATURAL RESOURCES, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON, Report...1957. 
(1957) 20lp. (Cover title: Legislative progress in the development 
and conservation of natural resources. Legis Doc 1957 no. 43) 


*NEW YORK STATE EMPLOYEES’ RETIREMENT SYSTEM. Laws pertaining to the... 
1957. (1957) 120p. (For use during 1957 and subject to amendments 
by 1958 Legislature) 


* __ Report of the Comptroller, 36th, on the operation of the...together 
with the report of the actuary on the 36th valuation of its assets 
and liabilities as of March 31, 1956. 1957. 54p. 


*PRIVACY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND LICENSURE OF PRIVATE INVESTIGATORS, 
JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Report...March 1957. (1957) 117p. 
(Cover title: Eavesdropping, wiretapping and licensed private 
detectives. Legis Doc 1957 no. 29) 


*SOCIAL WELFARE, DEPT. OF. Public welfare activities in New York State, 
eighth edition, July 1957. (1957) 28p. 


* _ Young folks in homes; suggestions for leisure-time activities in 
child-caring institutions, July 1957. (1957) 94p. 


*STATE BOARD OF MEDIATION. A Guide to mediation and arbitration under 
the auspices of New York State. (1957) 20p. 


STATE COLLEGE OF HOME ECONOMICS, Cornell University, Ithaca. Favorite 
apple recipes (by) Grace Foster (and) Mildred Dunn. (1957) 16p. 
(Cornell extension bulletin 973) 


*STATE SCHOOL OF INDUSTRIAL AND LABOR RELATIONS, Cornell University, 
Ithaca. On asking indirect questions, by William F. Whyte. (1957) 
(3p) (Reprint series no, 65, reprinted from Human organization, 
volume 15, no. 4) 


*STATE'S ECONOMY, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON THE. Interim report, 
March 22, 1957. (1957) 20p. (Legis Doc 1957 no. 15) 


*TAXATION AND FINANCE, DEPT. OF. The New York state and local tax 
system, 1957. (1957) 4lp. 


*WINTER TOURISTS, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Report...for the 
period ending March 31, 1957. (1957) 67p. (Legis Doc 1957 no. 33) 
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For Your Information 


GENERAL NEWS 


Prepared by Ida M. Cohen, Reference, and Library Extension Staff 


RIKER RERERERER RRR 


LIBRARY SCHOLARSHIPS ANNOUNCED 


As part of the New York State plan under the Federal Library 
Services Act, a program of financial assistance for a year of 
professional training in public librarianship has been an- 
nounced. At least ten training grants of from $350 to $2,000 
will be available to qualified candidates following the first 
competitive examination scheduled for January 11, 1958. These 
grants are intended to encourage college graduates to obtain 
the 5th year of professional library training and thus in- 
crease the number of professional librarians available to pub- 
lic library and library systems serving the rural areas of the 
State. Application blanks and further details can be obtained 
by writing to Robert J. Flores, Library Extension Division, 
Albany 1. Because time is short and the holiday season is 
likely to delay mail delivery, qualified and interested ap- 
plicants are urged to make application at once. 


HKEKEEREREREREERERERERRERRERERERRERERERERERRERERERERREERERERERIEE 


Announcing State Bookmobile Exhibit: Would you like the New York State 
Library Extension Division bookmobile to visit your area? Would you like 
to show the bookmobile to a group planning improved library service in 
your area? To government officials? Trustees? Librarians? Civic or- 
ganizations? 

For a period of several months, after February 15, 1958, the bookmobile 
will be available statewide for exhibit purposes. (During this exhibit 
period, there will be no reader service from the unit). The exhibit sched- 
ule will be designed to give all a chance to see the new bookmobile and 
use it for area promotional purposes. Following the exhibit tours, it is 
expected that the bookmobile will be loaned to a selected area for demon- 
stration, as an integral part of a library system. 

If you are interested in a bookmobile exhibit, write now to: Silas 
Townsend, Bookmobile Librarian, New York State Library. Extension Division, 
Education Building, Albany 1, New York. 


Workshop on Reference Work: At the request of librarians in the Niagara, 
Orleans and Genesee County area, the Library Extension Division conducted 
a reference workshop on October 30 at the Niagara Falls Public Library. 
This was the first of a series of workshops under New York State's program 
made possible by funds from the Federal Library Services Act. The all-day 
meeting, beginning at 10 a.m. and concluding at 3 p.m., was conducted by 
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Edgar Tompkins, of the Library Extension Division. The workshop program 
included group discussion of: the role of reference services in public 
libraries; what constitutes a basic reference collection; the techniques 
of answering reference questions; records of reference work; inter-library 
loans; and the importance of publicizing informational and reference ser- 
vices. The morning session dealt mainly with books, while the afternoon 
session was concerned with other aspects of reference work. Prior to the 
workshop each librarian was asked to bring to the meeting two of the most 
interesting reference problems encountered in his library and to bring a 
copy of the newspaper carrying news of his community. 

A list of basic reference books was distributed to participants, and 
the books were displayed so that librarians could examine them. All li- 
braries serving communities of 10,000 population or less were entitled to 
receive a $100 collection of the reference books selected from the list. 
Since the Federal Library Services Act specifies that only libraries in 
communities of less than 10,000 population are entitled to federal grants 
it was necessary to limit this feature of the program to the smaller li- 
braries. Larger libraries in the area, however, participated in the work- 
shop program. After discussing and examining the books suggested, the 
participants were free to make their own selections for their libraries. 
The purpose of the grant of books was to help rural libraries improve their 
reference collections as well as their reference services. Approximately 
40 persons, including trustees and librarians from 16 libraries, attended. 
Of these, 12 libraries were entitled to receive the grant of reference 
books. 

Those attending the workshop found that it gave them an excellent op- 
portunity to exchange ideas and helped them to understand the type of ref- 
erence service that rural libraries should render. Librarians from small 
public libraries profited by their visit to the Niagara Falls Public Li- 
brary. It gave them the opportunity to learn about the reference resources 
and services of the largest library in their immediate area. 

Similar workshops may be arranged in your area under the Federal Library 
Services Act by writing to the Library Extension Division. 


Annual Reports Due: During the first week of December, the annual report 
blanks and the state grant applications will be mailed to each public and 
association library. These forms are to be completed and returned to the 
Library Extension Division, Albany, New York, by February 1. Libraries 
not receiving their report forms by January 10 should notify the Library 
Extension Division, so that additional copies may be forwarded to them be- 
fore the filing date. 


Staff Notes: Ernest H. Breuer, Law Librarian, attended a meeting of the 
Law Library Association of Greater New York on October 24 in New York City 
and took part in a discussion on joint storage libraries and storage co- 
operation as practiced in the law libraries in the Chicago area. On 
November 8 Mr. Breuer attended a meeting of the Harvard Law School Associa- 
tion of Upstate New York at Syracuse where he spoke on the New York State 
Law Library's services to upstate bench and bar. — Dr. Robert Deily, 

Mrs. Mary Felix, Elizabeth Trombetta, Mrs. Grace Atwood, Mrs. Virginia 
Sanford, Mrs. Marie Passarelli and Beatrice Fazzio attended the New York 
Regional Catalog Group meeting in New York City on November 15. The topic 
for the evening was "Selection and Acquisition of Rare Books" discussed 

by Roland 0. Baughman, Head, Special Collections, Columbia University. 
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Exhibits: The State Medical Library is having a William Harvey Tercente- 
nary Exhibit. Material about Harvey's discovery of the circulation of 
the blood is displayed as well as the work of Harvey's predecessors and 
the writings of the supporters of his theory. Included are modern works 
on the circulation of the blood and various portraits of Dr. Harvey, one 
newly discovered. — In addition to the major exhibit of the history of 
musical stringed instruments of the violin family which will continue 
through December, the State Library will have a December display on the 
freedom of religion. — The State Library has had a number of requests for 
traveling exhibits as a result of the recent display of examples of such 
exhibits and will welcome additional requests. 


Additional Science and Technology Funds: The State Library expects to 
receive additional funds this year for the purchase of books in the science 
and technology fields and will welcome suggested titles for that collection. 
If a borrowing library is aware of a particular lack in the State Library 
collection, please write to Mason Tolman or Dr. Robert Deily. A beginning 
has been made in producing a checklist in these fields similar to the 
checklist already published in the Social Sciences. If you are interested 
in receiving this checklist when it is issued, please write Peter Paulson, 
Gift and Exchange Section, New York State Library, Albany 1. 


Midwinter ALA: January 26-February 1, 1958 are the dates of the American 
Library Association Midwinter Meeting at the Edgewater Beach Hotel, Chicago. 


PRESCRIPTION FOR COMBINING BUSINESS AND PLEASURE 


BUILD YOUR LIBRARY FUTURE in Northern New York's favorite 

recreation area. Here's an opportunity to "extend" your- 

self professionally by helping develop library service 

with 65 public libraries in a 3-county area. At the same 

time you can help supervise the St. Lawrence Seaway Project, 

go skiing in the Adirondack Mountains or camping and cruis- 

ing on Lake Ontario and the Thousand Islands. 

Positions open include: 
Assistant Librarian — In charge of Reference 
Assistant Librarian — In charge of Films and Circulation 
Assistant Librarian — In charge of Work with Young People 

Salary $4770 - $5860 plus Vacation, Sick Leave, Health and 
Retirement Benefits, Social Security 

Requirements: Professional library experience, minimum two 
years, and eligibility for New York State Professional Li- 
brarian's Certificate. 

Write to: Florence E. Harshe, Regional Librarian, New York 
State Library Regional Library Service Center, 1050 
Arsenal Street, Watertown, New York 
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State Institution Library News: The Mental Hygiene Department announces 
that the new librarian position at Utica State Hospital has been filled 

by Mrs. Charles Godcharles, a graduate of Pratt Institute Library School. 

— Martin Lebowitz is the new library assistant at Creedmoor State Hospital, 
Queens Village. 


Posters Available: At the annual conference in Albany, the Scholarship 

and Recruiting Committee of NYLA announced it had available for circulation 
a new exhibit poster to succeed the well-worn version that proved so pop- 
ular a few years ago. Developed around the theme, "Librarianship can offer 
you a variety of satisfying fields," the present poster is intended to 
provide a colorful central backdrop around which a librarian can build as 
extensive a display as space and materials permit. Advance requests for 
one-week loans of this poster may be sent to the Scholarship and Recruiting 
Committee, care of the Library Extension Division. — A series of exhibi- 
tion black-and-white travel posters may be obtained by writing to: The 
British Travel Association, 336 Madison Avenue, New York 17, N.Y. 


LOCAL ACTIVITIES 
Edited by I. Marie Gustafson and Edgar Tompkins, Library Extension 


Broome. Binghamton's City Council approved a $200,000 addition to the 
Public Library in its 1958 budget. It also passed a five percent 
across the board salary raise plus an increment plus a bonus increment 
for employees of ten years or more. 


Chautauqua. The James Prendergast Free Library, Jamestown, provided the 
Indians from their summer Pow-wow Reading Club when the Retail Mer- 
chants’ Association celebrated "Frontier Days" October 17-19. A poster 
contest was held by the merchants and the library and judging was held 
in the Children's Room of the library. The prizes consisted of a cowboy 
suit, cowboy holster and gun and a cowboy hat. The postets were later 
displayed in the downtown store windows. Riding behind the Mayor in 
the Frontier Day parade was the library float manned by the Pow-wow 
Reading Club in Indian costumes. One of the leading stores had a window 
display of children reading, who were replaced every half hour. The 
library staff dressed in Annie Oakley costumes and lured many a patron 
in to see the "Frontier" books on display in the lobby. A "No Fines 
Day" on overdue westerns was held and a copy of the monthly newsletter 
entitled "Frontier Days at the Library" was sent to all the members of 
the Retail Merchants’ Association. The local press ran stories about 
the poster contest and the stores mentioned the library in their Frontier 
Day ads. To complete the coverage, the two local radio stations inter- 
viewed members of the library staff. — Silver Creek's first book fair 
was held in the Anderson-Lee Library the week of November 7-14. Spon- 
sored by the Fortnightly Club for the benefit of the library building 
fund, the fair featured adult and children's books for Christmas giving. 
With no local bookstore, this opportunity to buy books was a real ser- 
vice to the community. — Fifteen representatives from eight Chautauqua 
County libraries met in the Patterson Library in Westfield on October 
31 for a third meeting to discuss plans for a federated system of li- 
braries in the area. G. Patterson Crandall, President of the Westfield 
library board, is chairman of the group. 
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Clinton-Essex. The Clinton-Essex County Library Service System were hosts 
on November 6-8 to four new members of the staff of the Library Exten- 
sion Division: Robert L. Carter, Jane Ellstrom, Elizabeth H. Lockhart 
and Silas Townsend. Mary Stewart, of the Regional Library Service 
Center, Watertown, joined them for the visit. The group observed the 
operations of the system headquarters at Plattsburgh and visited the 
Keeseville Free Library. 


Niagara. A teen-age book club was recently formed at the Niagara Falls 
Public Library at the request of interested teen-agers. Their first 
meeting, which was held in October, included a film showing. 


Orleans. The Lee-Whedon Memorial Library in Medina, which was recently 
reorganized as a central school district library, last summer initiated 
a unique story hour program. Mrs. Horace Bird, a member of the Board 
of Trustees and a country dweller herself, felt the library had a re- 
sponsibility to children who live in the country areas and who can not 
participate readily in the summer "Story Times" in town. Mrs. Bird 
suggested that Story Time be taken out to the country areas for those 
children. Two pilot projects were undertaken for the benefit of the 
children in the rural areas during a six-week period. Two storytellers 
were employed by the library, and each week a storyteller went out to 
the rural children. Story Times were often held out of doors, in church 
yards and backyards. The projects were so successful that the library 
plans to extend and enlarge its program next summer. Plans for next 
summer include teams of two storytellers to accommodate the age differ- 
ential presented by an audience often composed of whole families of 
children. The library will also take along books to be charged out to 
the children on the spot. 


Onondaga. The Baldwinsville Library is furnishing a room on the second 
floor for adult discussion and study group use. 


Saratoga. The Southern Adirondack Library Association Planning Committee, 
representing Saratoga, Warren, Washington and Fulton counties met at 
the Saratoga Springs Public Library on November 13. The chairman, 
Theodore Buckley, who is also a member of the WashingtonCounty Board 
of Supervisors, presided. The purpose of the meeting was to plan con- 
tinuing efforts to obtain approval of the proposed system by the four 
county boards of supervisors. Every library in Saratoga county has 
approved the plan for the Southern Adirondack Library System as pro- 
posed. The group drew up an outline for a publicity campaign to cover 
all sections of the region. Publicity materials are being prepared 
and will be ready for distribution early in December. A general meeting, 
which will be a training session for members who will try to arouse 
support for the plan at meetings of all major community groups in the 
area, will be held on December 2 at the Crandall Library, Glens Falls. 
It is planned that committee members will speak to community groups 
about the proposed library system in every town in the four-county area 
during the next few months. — Saratoga Springs Public Library celebrated 
Book Week by sponsoring a Book Fair. A special feature of their pro- 
gram was a talk for adults by Mrs. Elizabeth Lockhart on November 23 
on children's books and the need for guidance in reading habits. 
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Schenectady. The Schenectady County Public Library sponsored an institute 
on young adult work at the Union College Library on December 6 and 7. 
The program included: a talk by Grace Slocum of the Brooklyn Public 
Library; a discussion of the book collection for young adults by Elaine 
Simpson of the New York Public Library; a talk on making and annotating 
book lists by Sarah Siebert of Pratt Institute; and a talk about floor 
work with young adults by Jane Ellstrom of the Library Extension Divi- 
sion. At the final session, the speakers participated in a panel dis- 
cussion of how to give a book talk. 


Steuben. A meeting of the Steuben County Library Association was held on 
October 24 at the Hornell Public Library. The program was divided into 
two parts, one part,"‘Our Next Steps in County Planning", with Miss Jean 
Connor leading the discussion. The other part of the program featured 
a talk by Mrs. Elizabeth H. Lockhart, "Steuben County; a Demonstration 
Area for Children's Work." 


Suffolk. The Smithtown Library celebrated its 50th anniversary and the 
opening of its new addition by holding an open house in September. 


Tompkins. The 1lth annual booksale conducted by the Friends of the Cornell 
Public Library, November 4-9, was very successful, realizing over $1,550 
this year. The Friends have authorized purchase from the proceeds of 
these major items: several hundred dollars worth of adult and young 
adult books, a new set of Americana Encyclopedia, a work table for book 
processing, completion of the library's set of folding chairs, a new 
typewriter and a record player with earphones. 


Ulster. A joint meeting of the Kingston City Library Board of Trustees 
and the Kingston Junior League was held in the library to discuss a 
proposed children's room and children's program for the library. The 
film, "The Impressionable Years" was shown, and I. Marie Gustafson and 
Mrs. Elizabeth H. Lockhart discussed the place of children's work in 
the public library. 


Warren. Leonard H. Freiser has been appointed to succeed Thatcher J. Sears, 
of the Crandall Library, Glens Falls, who will retire on January 1 after 
20 years as director of the library. A graduate of Columbia University 
School of Library Service, Mr. Freiser has been on the staff of the 
Brooklyn Public Library since 1954. 


Westchester. During November the Mount Vernon Public Library held morning 
coffee breaks for Mount Vernon businessmen to acquaint them with behind- 
the-scenes activities of the library of particular interest to them. 
Invitations were extended personally as well as by a general invitation 
in the local newspaper, Daily Argus. 
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EVEN A MAN IS A CHILD 


"A countryman has always found a devout peacefulness in his 
house on his hills at Christmas time. He has found the meaning 
of Christmas all around him. He likes the brilliance and the 
cheer and the warmth of his winter house. But even his upland 
farm can sparkle and gleam and ring with the joy and the good- 
ness of a country Christmas. Leaving the warmth and the bells 
and the tinsel that mark the season in his house, he finds the 
same brilliance out of doors, on a hill in a pasture, or a wood. 
Though the hour may be sharp and cold, a man is imbued with the 
glowing warmth of Christmas time. He hears the bells, too, 
ringing out clearly and beautifully over the December land. 


"Perhaps the bells he hears are the tinkled notes of tree 
sparrow calls from the thicket on a pasture slope. Perhaps it 
is the song of the chickadee deep among the hemlocks in the 
woods. Maybe the calls of the season come from the nuthatches 
and woodpeckers as they move about the dooryard trees. And 
even more, there is a silvered chord that a countryman likes 
to hear. A pasture brook, kept open and free of ice by the 
warmth of an upland spring, sings gently over stones in its 
softened channel through the snow. 


"There is peacefulness and comfort in a storm piling its deep 
white blanket over the frozen fields. There is a contentment 
in the humming chord of a winter wind. If the day is bright 
and clear, the December sun slips millions of jewels upon the 


fingers of the snow. If it is night that finds a man out of 
doors, and there are stars, they glisten and sparkle and shine 
in their frosted realm high over the rolling hills. 


"The peace and goodness of the season walk with a man in 
every step he takes. There is a sparkling beauty over the 
December slopes. There is joy in every song and chord. Christ- 
mas is in the hills. A man found it as a boy in every winter 
carol. He finds it now. Even a man is a child when Christmas 
comes. And imbued with the gladness of the day, a countryman 
steps more briskly into a winter world. His quickened walk 
yields a loud crisp song over the frozen crusts of snow." 


From: A HILLSIDE HARVEST by Lansing Christman. 

Copyright 1954 by The Christian Science Publish- 

ing Company and Lansing Christman, reprinted by 
permission of Doubleday & Co., Inc. 
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Greetings of the Season 
to All Bookmark Readers 
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